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Timeline of team in Glendale

Opinion: Coyotes deadline 
looms, fans react on Twitter

Community    »   Glendale    »   Article

Coyotes deal falls through; potential buyer Jamison 
misses deadline 

Veteran sports executive Greg Jamison failed to purchase the Phoenix 
Coyotes on Thursday, but he and other suitors will continue efforts to buy 
the National Hockey League team in coming weeks, according to multiple 
sources.

“We will not be able to complete our purchase of the Phoenix Coyotes 
today in time to meet our deadline with the city of Glendale,” Jamison said 
in a prepared statement released Thursday night.

“However, our journey to purchase the Coyotes will continue. We realize 
this will require additional conversations with the city of Glendale and the 
NHL. We still believe we can reach an agreement that satisfies everyone. 
We hope negotiations with the city proceed as smoothly as possible, as 
everyone involved wants the Coyotes to remain in Arizona.”
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Thursday was key because it was the last day Jamison could have 
purchased the team from the NHL to meet a clause in a lucrative contract 
with Glendale to manage Jobing.com Arena.

Jamison, and potentially others, are free to negotiate a new deal with the 
city, but it’s doubtful city officials will offer the same terms.

The 20-year agreement would have paid Jamison an average of $15 
million a year to run the city-owned facility.

Four of the seven members on the City Council when the Jamison deal 
was approved have since left office. 

The blown deadline was a disappointment to fans and players who have 
followed the ownership puzzle for nearly four years.

“I’ve only been a part of it for the last year or so, but for guys that it’s been 
four years now, obviously it’s a frustrating time,” Coyotes goalie Mike 
Smith said. “It’s something we can’t really solve, otherwise we’d buy the 
team if we could.”

NHL Deputy Commissioner Bill Daly told The Arizona Republic that 
regardless of Thursday’s deadline with the city, “The Coyotes will still be 
playing here tomorrow and our objectives will remain the same.” 

The NHL has sought a buyer to keep the Coyotes in Glendale since taking 
ownership of the team in a U.S. Bankruptcy Court auction in fall 2009.

Daly, in a radio  interview on Hockey Night in Canada, maintained his 
commitment to Glendale, but acknowledged other cities could come into 
play.

“We’re closer to executing an alternative (plan) right now than we were 
five months ago,” he said.

Municipalities without NHL teams, including Seattle, Quebec City and Oklahoma City have been monitoring the 
situation in hopes that the franchise goes adrift from its desert home.

Jamison, a former president and CEO of the San Jose Sharks, has sought to buy the team since 2011.

City Councilman Gary Sherwood told The Republic that he understood Jamison and NHL officials discussed 
several options to assemble an ownership group during just the past two weeks.

During that time, a major new investor emerged, but the new investor demanded a controlling interest, which 
Jamison was reluctant to cede. Jamison instead tried to press on with a larger collection of smaller investors, 
but the group failed to jell before the city’s deadline.

Sherwood said Jamison and NHL officials kept in contact with City Attorney Craig Tindall during that period. 

The councilman declined to identify the deep-pocketed investor, but said he expects the investor to move 
forward without Jamison in a separate attempt to buy the team.

“There is a suitor that’s been vetted through the National Hockey League, that’s been OK’d by the National 
Hockey League, that has money,” Sherwood said.

Tindall said Sherwood’s account of the developments was consistent with his knowledge. 

Glendale Mayor Jerry Weiers said NHL commissioner Gary Bettman assured him that if Jamison’s efforts fell 
short, the NHL was dedicated to keeping the team in Glendale. 

Weiers said the council is prepared to work with the NHL, Jamison or other potential buyers on a new 

Weiers said that he was contacted Wednesday night by representatives of two separate groups interested in 
buying the Coyotes and keeping the team in Glendale if Jamison fails to purchase the team. The mayor 
declined to identify the two groups.

He said he could not immediately assess the genuineness of the apparent new suitors. 
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Comments posted via facebook: 40

► JOIN THE DISCUSSION
azcentral.com has switched to the Facebook comment system on its blogs. Existing blog 
comments will display, but new comments will only be accepted via the Facebook 
comment system. To begin commenting, you must be logged into an active personal 
account on Facebook. Once you're logged in, you will be able to comment. While we 
welcome you to join conversations, readers are responsible for their comments and abuse 
of this privilege will not be tolerated. We reserve the right, without warning or notification, to 
remove comments and block users judged to violate our Terms of Service and Rules of 
Engagement. Facebook comments FAQ

Fans are frustrated, said Heather Schroeder, 43, president of the Phoenix Coyotes Booster Club. 

“It would be so nice to be a regular hockey fan instead of having to know all the ins and outs of all these lease 
agreements, she said.

Republic reporter Sarah McLellan contributed to this article.
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George Fallar ·  Top Commenter · Owner at Mojo Development, LLC

A local radio reporter states that, according to Jamison, nobody from his group requested an extension.

Does that mean Jerry Weires is lying or did somebody contact him under false pretenses? The only way to tell 
would be for somebody to speak with somebody in the Jamison group, one would hope PREFERABLY before 
publishing something that isn't correct.

The price of diligence.

Reply ·  · Like · Follow Post · January 31 at 11:17am3

David Garhart ·  Top Commenter · Works at State of Arizona

I know the radio show I listened to, Jerry Weires said he had not heard from Jamison. He said 
Jamison understood how he felt about the situation.

Reply · Like · January 31 at 2:27pm

Doug Economou ·  Top Commenter

He said Jamison's attorney contacted and requested an extension. Heard him on the radio today.

Reply · Like · January 31 at 3:48pm

Geoff Kerr ·  Top Commenter

I listened to the interview and did not hear him say anyone contacted him regarding an extension. 
That info was in the AZ Republic story and were not direct quotes. Merely, eires said this, Weires 
said that.

Reply · Like · February 1 at 9:11am

Ben Gordon ·  Top Commenter · Principal at Gordon Galloway Advertising

This is just the oddest situation surrounding a sports team that I can remember, and I've seen some doozies. If 
we could have found a way to keep the team downtown, I think this just never happens. So many of us love 
this team and hockey, too. But, it's just too busy a life to have to try and make a 7PM weekday game so far 
away when you have kids and school and homework and work and - you name it...besides, regardless of $1 hot 
dog nights and the like, tickets are expensive for a family of four and that's the name of that tune. It's the NHL 
and I understand that part. What a shame we ended up with this white elephant in Glendale of all places. Truth 
is, besides the excellent sight lines for hockey, it's a fairly pedestrian arena with narrow concourses and limited 
amenities. Nowhere near a "palace" like Staples Center or a lot of the newer buildings in the NHL. I don't think 
this is going to end well for us Coyote fans, but I do think it is going to end soon...

Reply ·  · Like · Follow Post · January 31 at 9:51am19

Dary Matera ·  Top Commenter · Phoenix, Arizona

Ain't far away if you live in Glendale, Peoria, Buckeye and west Phoenix. But then again, who wants 
to?

Reply · Like · February 1 at 1:33pm

Jack Ballantine ·  Top Commenter · San Diego State University

Go away, Jamison! We're up to here with short pocket phonies. We've had real estate con men, former college 
players, spies from Canada and now you - a wannabe with no horsepower. 
You got your ego trip satisfied by us treating you like you are legit but now you should get out of your own way 
and admit it's not going to be you. Glendale should have made you prove you had the backing before they 
regarded you as a potential owner.
The woods are full of people with big ideas and no money. This is a big boys game and you're not it!

Reply ·  · Like · Follow Post · January 31 at 10:49am

View 1 more
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Miguel Herrera ·  ·  Top Commenter · Senior Managing Partner at KSPH Engineering

Go to the head of the class! You just distilled the whole situation into one good, powerful rant. 
Thanks!

Reply ·  · Like · January 31 at 10:55am

Follow

2

Andrew Esposito ·  Top Commenter

Glad I'm not the only one who feels like Jamison has been a scam the entire time. 

Reply ·  · Like · January 31 at 12:04pm6

Trevor Beatty · Winnipeg, Manitoba

Hmmm...another no-money scammer trying to get Glendale to buy the Coyotes for him. Where 
have we seen that before?

Reply ·  · Like · January 31 at 3:10pm4

Deborah Wells ·  ·  Top Commenter · Peoria, Arizona

Using taxpayer funds to "pay off" someone to buy a sports team is ridiculous. The same goes for paying off 
anyone to do any business in any city. If the team or business is good, they'll make money on it. If it's not, 
then they shouldn't take the risk. Period. Taxpayer funds should have nothing to do with that equation.

Reply ·  · Like · Follow Post · January 31 at 10:15am

Follow

11

Richard Sturms ·  Top Commenter · Works at U.S Army

Go away with your hate,and wanting people to lose jobs!

Reply ·  · Like · January 31 at 12:08pm3
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