
P a g e  1 | 3 

 

October 6, 2014 

Mr. Michael Bailey      Ms. Pamela Hanna 
Glendale City Attorney      Glendale City Clerk 
5850 W. Glendale Ave      5850 W. Glendale Ave 
Suite 450       Suite 455     
Glendale, AZ 85301      Glendale AZ 85301 

Dear Mr. Bailey and Ms. Hanna, 

This letter constitutes a formal complaint about the activities of a political committee currently involved 
in Glendale City elections. The committee is “No More Bad Deals for Glendale in Opposition to R-14-03 – 
Neighbors for a Better Glendale”. 

The committee was initially registered 08/14/2014 (Exhibit A). 

1. MISSING CAMPAIGN FINANCE REPORT 
The Pre-Primary Election report for the period 06/14/2014 through 08/14/2014 was due by August 22, 
2014 and has not been filed as of this writing. The report is at least 30 days late. Assuming there was no 
reportable financial activity on the day the committee was filed, they should have filed a “no activity” 
report. 
 
A.R.S. § 16-918.B states the committee is “liable for a late penalty of ten dollars for each business day 
after failure to make or file a campaign finance report that is required pursuant to this chapter up to a 
maximum of four hundred fifty dollars.” 
 
The minimum fine for the missing report should be $300.00. Additional fines might accrue if the 
committee has been sent notification via certified mail there may be a failure to file a campaign report. 
 

2. INCORRECT AND MISLEADING COMMITTEE FILING 

Referendums are subjected to “strict compliance” in Arizona versus “substantial compliance” for 
initiatives. The principals filed their Statement of Organization stating the committee is in opposition to 
their own referendum. They are actually supporting their referendum. 

Members of the general public that had an inkling to investigate the petition they were being asked to 
sign by paid circulators would assume that this committee was in opposition to the referendum based 
on both the name and the fact that the person completing the form CHECKED THE BOX indicating 
opposition to petition serial number R-14-03. That completed form was signed by committee Chairman 
Gary Hirsch and committee Treasurer Jill Ryan. 

To the general public, it would also appear that the sponsoring organization (Neighbors for a Better 
Glendale) is opposing the referendum. Since, to the best of my knowledge, the sole sponsoring 
organization for Neighbors for a Better Glendale is the Gila River Indian Community, the public would be 
led to believe the Community is also in opposition to the referendum. 

None of the three organizations mentioned above oppose R-14-03, the committee name is misleading 
and the selection of the “oppose” checkbox on the committee statement of organization is erroneous. 
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The same principals are involved in another committee that has the exact same error. 

Had the committee been formed and then run by “amateurs” with no political experience, such a gaffe 
could perhaps be excused. In this case, the parties involved are anything but inexperienced in local 
politics. According to the finance reports filed, this committee has spent many thousands of dollars 
hiring professional political people who have been involved in many other referendum and initiative 
attempts. It’s hard to believe professionals would make ANY mistakes in simple paperwork, so the 
misleading filing could logically be assumed to be purposeful. 

I believe any business, including circulating petitions for signatures, performed by this committee or in 
their behalf should be voided. The rules are there for a reason, and completing forms correctly counts. 

3. COMMITTEE ID INCORRECT ON CAMPAIGN FINANCE REPORTS 

The committee id number on pages two and four of the Post-Primary finance report is incorrect. 

4. MISSING NOTICES OF CONTRIBUTIONS 

Contributions: 

1. 09/26/2014 Post-Primary finance report (exhibit B) 
a. $35,000 – 08/29/2014 – from “Neighbors for a Better Glendale” 
b. $10,000 – 09/09/2014 – from “Neighbors for a Better Glendale” 
c. $10,000 – 09/12/2014  – from “Neighbors for a Better Glendale” 

A.R.S. § 16-914.01 (B) (1) states that contributions of more than ten thousand dollars from a single 
source must be reported. 

A.R.S. § 16-914.01 (C) states that said notice must be filed within twenty-four hours excluding Saturdays, 
Sundays and other legal holidays. Clearly, that has not been done, although another committee in 
Glendale (Protect Glendale Taxpayers) filed their notices in a timely fashion. 

A.R.S. § 16-914.01 (D) states a political committee that violates the section are liable in a civil action for 
a civil penalty of up to three times the amount improperly reported as prescribed by A.R.S. § 16-924. 

In this case, no notices have been filed by the “No More Bad Deals” committee. The committee has 
three contributions totaling $55,000 that should have been reported to the City of Glendale within 24 
hours. 

The purpose of these statutes is to prevent a committee “flying under the radar”. Had this committee 
waited one day (until August 15) to register their committee, they could have legally completed their 
petition circulation with NO PUBLIC NOTICE WHATSOEVER. Because referendum signatures must be 
gathered within 30 days of the legislative action to which it refers, there would have been no campaign 
finance report due until September 25, well AFTER the petition signatures were due. There is no 
announcement of committee registrations, one is required to submit an information request to receive 
that information. Without “inside knowledge” or something silly like a participant publishing images on 
social media, one would not see the need to file such a request. 

In this case, I believe the potential civil penalty for this infraction is three times the amount improperly 
reported, or $165,000. 
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5. MISSING NOTICES OF EXPENDITURES 

1. 09/26/2014 Post-Primary finance report (exhibit B) 
a. $30,000.00 – 08/19/2014 – to “Petition Partners” 
b. $10,000.00 – 09/11/2014 – to “Petition Partners” 
c. $7,053.80 – 09/12/2014 – to “Petition Partners” 

A.R.S. § 16-914.01 (B) (2) states that expenditures of more than ten thousand dollars must be reported. 

A.R.S. § 16-914.01 (C) states that said notice must be filed within twenty-four hours excluding Saturdays, 
Sundays and other legal holidays. Again, as with the contributions, there have been no notices filed by 
this committee other than the standard campaign finance reports. Another well monetized committee 
in Glendale (Protect Glendale Taxpayers) filed their notices in a timely fashion. 

A.R.S. § 16-914.01 (D) states a political committee that violates the section are liable in a civil action for 
a civil penalty of up to three times the amount improperly reported as prescribed by A.R.S. § 16-924. 

This committee has spent $40,000 (two transactions) that should have been reported. 

In this case, I believe the potential civil penalty for this infraction is three times the amount improperly 
reported, or $120,000. 

6. MISSING MONEY 

The Post-Primary campaign finance report filed by “Neighbors for a Better Glendale” (Exhibit C) lists a 
$30,000 contribution to this committee on 08/29/2014. This committee reports they actually received 
$35,000 on that date from “Neighbors for a Better Glendale”. 

If the amount received was $35,000, where did the other $5,000 originate? It should be harder to accept 
an answer provided as “a simple bookkeeping mistake” because the same person (Jill Ryan) signed BOTH 
reports as the Treasurer of both committees on the same day. 

CONCLUSION 

No actions performed by this committee should be valid because their committee name and opposition 
statement on their statement of organization filed with the City of Glendale is incorrect. 

The total of civil fines for not reporting donations and expenditures this committee should be liable for 
is $285,000. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

George Fallar 
29043 North 59th Street 
Cave Creek, AZ 85331-3421 
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